At the commencement of the last war, the view was entertained by many staff officers that abdominal surgery was not a sound economic proposition in war time military surgery. Indeed, it was not until 18th March, 1915 , that the first bowel injury was successfully operated upon on the British Front?one of the many cases described in this book. As the war progressed, more and more cases were dealt with by the surgical teams of the casualty clearing stations, and this small volume might be described as a record of the experience gained in them.
There are 68 excellent illustrations of actual injuries to abdominal organs, mainly derived from the War collection of the Royal College of Surgeons of England. The writer in his preface describes his text as purporting to be little more than a companion-guide to the illustrations, but the practising surgeon will find it concise and to the point. To many, the absence of the redundancies far too commonly met with will be a relief. Many actual case histories are given which make interesting, and sometimes encouraging, reading.
In present-day warfare the scope of abdominal traumatic surgery has spread beyond the limits of combatants in the firing line, and this book is of value to the civil as well as the military surgeon. The morale of both soldier and civilian will be improved in the knowledge that all is not hopeless if some belligerent action disturbs the integrity of his or her abdominal viscera.
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